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When:  Saturday, July 25, 2020 

Where:  Sparta 1st United Methodist Church 

600 W. University, Sparta, IL  

Time:  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

This year, due to COVID-19 guidelines, services must be registered for 
BEFORE July 20, 2020.  To register, call the church office at 443-3714.  
Secretary is in the office on Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays from 8:30 
am to 1:30 p.m starting July 1. An email can also be sent to the church 
office at spartafumc@yahoo.com to register. On the day of the event, 
masks must be worn and social distancing guidelines will be adhered to.  Priority will be given to those who 
are preregistered.  We will only be allowed to have less than 50 people in the building at any one time.  If this 
event has to be cancelled due to COVID-19 those who  are preregistered will be contacted by telephone. 

All services are FREE....Adult must accompany child for services and it is recommended  

that only one adult attend per family. 
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PASTOR ’S PONDERINGS 2 

AD .  COUNCIL M INUTES 3 

INSERT:  

CALENDAR    

B IRTHDAY 

ANNVERSARIES 
 

        Outdoor Worship! 

On Sunday, June 14 and 21 we held our first 
Outdoor worships since March. We will  
Continue to have outdoor worship thru the  
end of June. Outdoor Service starts at 9:30 on church lawn.  
Please remember to wear your mask and keep social distancing. 
 

Looking 
Cool!!!! 

mailto:spartafumc@yahoo.com
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14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliver-
ance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you 
and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but 
that you have come to your royal position for such a time 
as this?”                                                                              

                                                                           Esther 4:14 New International Version (NIV) 
 

     Have you ever wondered why you were placed upon this earth?  What your purpose is?  I know I have.  Be-

ing a minister, something I never dreamed I would ever do.  But God had a different path for my life than I had 

for it.  I have loved being a minister.  Yes.  Sometimes you experience the mountain top and sometimes it is 

the dark valleys that you find yourself traveling through.  But no matter which it is God is always walking 

through with me.  You are no different, you are on a journey too. 

     The world lately has seemed one big mess.  We have the Corona Virus 19; we have fast growing schisms in 

our church and society; as well as the other issues like, poverty, homelessness, children (and adults) going 

hungry, health care for everyone,  and the right for our children to be safe at school.  For such a time as this.  I 

believe that we all have been called to this corner of God’s Kingdom.  I believe we have been brought together 

through a divine plan, for such a time as this. 

     I hope we as the church have learned, that even during a pandemic and our buildings are closed, that we are 

still the people of God called Methodist in this town.   For such a time as this, we will need to diligently con-

tinue to be the church building or no building.  We will need to find new ways as we lean into a new reality 

that we call church.  We will need to learn new things, listen to everyone’s ideas, a find time to be Jesus to 

people outside of our building.  I hope that the phrase “We’ve never done 

it like that before.” is erased forever.   

     It will be even more important that everyone helps do what they can in 

this new reality.  The challenges will be many. But you and I have been 

called together, for such a time as this.  We never dreamed that we would 

live through a pandemic in our lifetime.  But we did!  And now we have a 

job to do.  For such a time as this. 

 

Blessings 

Pastor Randy 
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Administrative Council Meeting 

June 15, 2020, 7:00pm 

 

Persons Attending:  Jerry Haley, Randy McGeehon, 
Tanya Cowan, Patti Cecil, Denise Stone, Kathy Ruh-
mann, Brooke Gerlach, Carl Holland, Mary Hauskins 
      
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pastor 
Jerry. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
The May minutes were reviewed by those present.  Mary 
Hauskins moved to accept the May minutes as present-
ed.  Brooke Gerlach seconded the motion.  The May 
minutes were approved. 
 

Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach 
Since no Sunday School has been held, there was not 
much to report, but it was mentioned that the coloring 
pages that some Sunday School children sent to some 
families was very much appreciated. 
 

Treasurer: Patti Cecil, explained the two sources of 
additional funds that our church has received during this 
quarantine period.  The IGRC granted our church a 
“forgivable loan” of $4066.  We were also able to apply 
and receive the Payroll Protection Grant from the Feder-
al government as part of the CARES Act.  We received 
$22673 from that source.  Those two funding sources 
really helped our church get through these “lean” 
months when we’ve been closed because of COVID-19.  
Patti was thanked by the members for the work she did 
in getting these two funding sources.  The Capital Cam-
paign loan is now down to $129,253.84.   
 

Financial Secretary: (Report presented by Tanya 
Cowan) The report by Linda shows that our weekly of-
ferings have gradually been improving during this time 
of quarantine.   
 

UMW: Denise Stone: The Spring District meeting was 
cancelled.  A virtual annual meeting is being planned for 
September.  The local UMW group will hope to meet in 
July. 
 

Helping Hands Meal Ministry, NOW Comm, Secret 
Pal: Mary Hauskins 
No meals have been provided to anyone recently.   
The Secret Pals were revealed 
through the mail.  The adults 
were encouraged to introduce 
themselves to their secret pal 
when church services begin 
again.  The children were encour-
aged to send thank you notes.   
Back to School – Looking Cool is 
still scheduled for the last Satur-
day in July.  There will be chang-
es.  There will be no food and no 
extras.  People will enter one 

door and go out another, practice social distancing and 
wear masks.  Reservations will be made.  Haircuts will 
not be done at the church, but students might be given a 
voucher to go get a haircut.  Since we haven’t been hav-
ing church services, all the give-away items haven’t been 
donated so money will be used to purchase these items.  
Carl Holland moved that money donated from masks 
that Mary has been making, the mission auction meal 
money, and any extra IGRC money be used to help pro-
vide the items for the student “goody bags”.  Brooke se-
conded the motion.  The motion carried.   
 

Trustees: (Report by Mary Hauskins): The air condi-
tioning in the parsonage went out as Pastor Randy 
moved in.  The trustees took care of getting it fixed. 
In preparation for beginning regular church services 
again, the cleaning service will need to be notified to 
resume their duties.  Pastor Randy emphasized that there 
are specific guidelines to follow, which include exten-
sive disinfecting of surfaces.  It was decided that clean-
ing services will be resumed on June 29 to make sure 
they have a few days of cleaning time to satisfy all the 
guidelines. 
The remaining Sundays in June will be outdoor services, 
weather permitting.  If it rains, the service is cancelled 
 

Other Reports: Tanya Cowan:The subcommittee that 
worked on having the outdoor services will be meeting 
again to discuss the next phase and the guidelines that 
must be met as we transition to regular church services.   
They will try to get information in the next Lamplighter. 
During this quarantine time period, there was a “meeting 
and vote” by text messages about the IGRC “forgivable 
loan.”   Brooke Gerlach moved that we ratify the deci-
sion to apply for the IGRC “forgivable loan.”  Denise 
Stone seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Jerry Haley commented that the vid-
eo services were certainly a new experience for him.  He 
appreciated his time in Sparta.  There are free books in 
the fellowship hall if anyone is interested. 
 

New Pastor’s Comment:  Randy McGeehon 
Pastor Randy thanked us for the lovely parsonage we 
have.  He is looking forward to his time in Sparta. 
 

Pastor Randy offered a prayer to close the meeting. 
 
Next Meeting: July 13 at 7:00 pm 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total  

For the  

Week 

Attendance 

05.31.20 $1,831.06 $496.78 $144.22 $2,472.06 Online Service 

06.07.20 $5,580.55 $724.08 $64.22 $6,368.85 Online Service 

06.14.20 $7,034.44 $957.41 $46.22 $8,038.07 77 

06.21.20 $4,350.13 $403.39 $304.64 $5,058.16 46 

Year to Date: $101,642.25 

 

 



07/02 Janet Gerlach 
07/03 Brett Zander 
07/04 Claire Baue 
07/05 Carol Ashley 
 Tanya Cowan 
 Andrew Kelley 
 Matthew Kelley 
07/07 Elizabeth Hall 
07/08 Dustin Miller 
07/09 Bruce Ashley 
 Savannah Hall 
 Destinee Rogers 
07/10 Jason Seals 
 Mason Young 
07/12 Michael Howell 
07/13 Beth Birchler 
 Paul Juenger 
 Evelyn Schupbach 
 Andru Stine 
07/15 Brian Ragland 
07/16 Polly Hall 
07/17 David Peck 
07/18 Tim Bruno 
 Rena Cundiff 
 Steve Dierks 
 Rhonda Gerlach 
07/20 Ryan Gerlach 
07/22 Dale McBride 
 Alex Scott 
 Ron Steen 
07/23 Olivia Oathout 
07/25 Doug French 
07/27 Connie Campbell 
07/28 Tarin Graham 
07/29 Bailey Craig 
 Braden Haury 
 Peyton Oathout 
07/30 Krystal Heck 
 Mary Klein 
07/31 Dean Higgins 
 Patsy Hillyard 
 

Each week on Monday a group from our church meets in the Parlor at 9:00 a.m. to 
send cards of welcome, strength, and support as well as to pray for our congregation 
and for the needs of the church, you are more than welcome to join them.  Please 
join them in prayer.  If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call 
Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remem-

ber to update us with any email changes. 

Joys: The virus is down for our county and state, Outdoor Church Services, and 
Indoor services resuming soon. 
 

Concerns: For the Family of Earl and Barb Crain, everyone that is undergoing 
surgery. 
 

Words of Gratitude:  
First United Methodist Church Family, My sincerest thanks for thinking of me 
and my staff here at the Health Department during this extraordinary time.  I have 
remained faithful during the pandemic, have asked for strength and guidance and 
will continue to look to the future as this too shall pass.  I am so very blessed to have 
such a wonderful church family, Angie Oathout & Staff 
 
Sparta First United Methodist Church, Thank you so much for the cards and for 
thinking of us! We hope to see everyone soon! Love Peyton & Rylie Manker 
 

Church Family, Thank you for thinking of me during my graduation.  The Bible 
verse in the picture frame is one of my faorites! Hope to see everyone soon.. Thanks 
Kelsey Cowan 
 

Church Family, I really appreciated the graduation gift. Thank you for thinking of 
me. Jack Loesing 

Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for the graduation card and gift! It was 
so kind of you to think about me during this time of the unknown.  

Dear Members of the First United Methodist Church, Thank you for the Gradua-
tion Plaque.  My senior year didn’t end how I wanted, but I’m excited for the future. 
Love Braeden Dierks 

Thank you everyone for the thoughts and prayers.  Its was very much appreciated.  
I will never understand why God felt the need to take Dakota from this world.  She 
was so young and had a full life to live.  Maybe he 
saw how much pain she was in, maybe he thought it 
was best. Thank you so much. Lori Howard. 

Thank you Mary Hauskins for all your time you 
spent making mask for everyone and giving them 
away to help everyone stay safe. And thanks to the 
donations made to the church in honor of her gen-
erosity.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

07/01 Jonathan & Amy Norton 
07/12 Bob & Janice Taylor 
07/17 Virgil & Sharon Runge 
07/18 Travis & Regina Heller 
07/22 Clint & Katie Peck 
07/23 Andy & Talitha Park 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 
Independence 
Day 

5 
10:30 am Worship 
 

6 
6:30 pm Trustees 

7 
7pm UMW 

8 
NOW Comm Mtg. 
6:15 am Men’s 
Group 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 

11 
Fellowship 
Hall in  
use 11-2 
5 pm  

12 
10:30 am Worship 
 

13 
7 pm Ad Council 
     

14 
 
 

15 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 
5 pm  
Worship 

19 
10:30 am Worship 
 
 

20 
 

21 22 
6:15 am Men’s 
Group 

23 
Lamplighter 
Deadline 

24 
 

25 
Back to 
School  
Looking Cool 
5 pm  
Worship 

26 
10:30 am Worship 
 

27 
 

28 29 30 
9 am Mail out 
Lamplighter 

31  

       

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

SAVE THE DATES: 

 “FOR  I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU DECLARES THE LORD , 

PLANS TO GIVE YOU A FUTURE AND A HOPE”  

JEREMIAH 29:11  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIzvOthezYAhWQ61MKHeonBIEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstmarkssouthborough.org%2Fash-wednesday%2F&psig=AOvVaw2SRlZVDeJzd4kqV7jU14Zd&ust=1516726524185824


First United Methodist Church 
600 W. University 
Sparta, IL 62286 
 
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: (618) 443-3714 
Church Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com 
 
 

Dated Material - Mailed Out on  June 25,2020 

Reflecting  

The 

 Light of God! 

Nursery 
07/05 Mary Hauskins 
07/12 Carol Haury 
07/19 Brooke Gerlach 
07/26 Sharon Beckley 
 

Acolytes 
07/05 Jake Greenhill & Wyatt Peck 
07/12 Aiden & Andru Stine 
07/19 Leah Coop & Sam Haury 
07/26 Hailey Heller & Hannah Stine 
 
Note: 
This worship schedule is tentative with church 
reopening back up in the sanctuary. 

Liturgist Dave Hauskins 
    
Head Usher   Scott Oathout 
 
Ushers 
07/05 Bill & Marsha Schwartz 
 Kyle & Emily Schwartz 
07/12 Clayton & Tara Carmichael 
 Roberta Guebert, Carol Kilman 
07/19 Scott Oathout Family 
 Jim Sickmeyer, Dave Sickmeyer 
07/26 Eric Manker Family 
 Tom Ashley, Larry Ashley 
 
Saturday Evening Worship 
07/04 Larry Rosenthal & Kathy Ruhmann 
07/11 Brian Belcher & Rhonda Jones 
07/18 Larry Rosenthal & Kathy Ruhmann 
07/25 Brian Belcher & Rhonda Jones 
 
Audio/Visual Team 
07/05 Sam Haury 
07/12 Cormac Kloos 
07/19 Eli Coop 
07/26 Maggie Haury 

JULY 2020 WOSRHIP SCHEDULE 

On Facebook:  

Sparta First United Methodist Church 

W ERE  ON  THE  W EB !   

www.spartafumc.org 
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